
Defensible Space Regulations

What lies beyond 5 feet of your house? Under California law, property owners in Wildland-
Urban Interface areas must maintain 100 feet of defensible space broken into distinct 
compliance tiers to stop wildfires from reaching structures. These are legal mandates for Zone 1 
and Zone 2 under the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE):

Zone 1: The "Lean, Clean, and Green" Zone (5’- 30’)

Eliminate all dead fuels and create continuous separation between plants.

 Dead Material Elimination: Remove all dead plants, grass, weeds, dried leaves, and 
pine needles from your yard.

 Roof and Gutter Cleaning: Clear all dead leaves, pine needles, and organic debris off 
your roof and out of gutters.

 Branch Clearance: Trim overhanging tree branches to maintain a minimum 10-foot 
clearance from chimney and stovepipe openings.

 Canopy Spacing: Prune trees to guarantee at least a 10-foot space between  separate tree
canopies.

 Fuel Storage Relocation: Move all firewood piles, lumber, and portable combustible 
items out of Zone 1 and place them further away into Zone 2.

 Structural Safeguards: Remove highly flammable plants located directly next to 
windows, and clear all vegetation or stored items from beneath decks and stairways.

Zone 2: The "Reduced Fuel" Zone (30’ – 100’)

Create horizontal and vertical breaks in vegetation so wildfires cannot easily climb into the tree 
canopy or travel across the ground.

 Grass Height Limits: Mow all wild annual grasses down to a maximum height of 4 
inches.

 Ladder Fuel Removal: Prune the lower branches of mature trees up to 6 feet off the 
ground to prevent a surface fire from climbing into tree tops.

 Vegetation Spacing: Ensure distinct horizontal spacing between separate groupings of 
shrubs and trees based on the steepness of your property's slope.

 Litter Depth Control: Limit accumulated surface leaf litter, pine needles, twigs, and 
pinecones to a maximum depth of 3 inches.

 Woodpile Clearance: Provide a 10-foot perimeter of entirely cleared, bare mineral soil 
directly around any firewood piles stored in this zone.

https://www.fire.ca.gov/dspace



