Key Requirements of Zone 0 (0’-5’ from home)

e No Combustibles: The first 5 feet must be free of wood chips, bark mulch, firewood,
dead leaves, and debris.

e Plant Restrictions: No plants within 1 foot of the structure. Lawns, flowers, and low-
growth nonwoody plants under 18 inches are permitted further out within the 5-foot zone,
if they are not directly beneath rooflines or windows.

o Structures & Fences: Wooden gates, fences and sheds attached directly to the house are
prohibited in Zone 0.

o Hardscaping: Homeowners are encouraged to use non-combustible materials like gravel

mulch, Decomposed Granite, paving stones, brick or concrete as hardscape within Zone
0.

Timeline for Implementation
1. New Construction (Immediate, as soon as Sept 2026)

a. All new home construction and permitted improvements must comply with the
full Zone 0 standards

2. Phase 1 for Existing Homes (Within 3 years)

a. Remove combustible ground items like firewood, mulch and wood chips within 5
feet of structures.

b. Clear dead leaves, branches and dying plants
c. Thoroughly clean roofs and gutters of debris
d. Trim existing mature trees according to spacing regulations

3. Phase 2 for Existing Homes (Years 4 and 5, with exact deadline determined by your local
jurisdiction)

a. Clear the ground directly under your eaves of all plants
b. Replace combustible gate and fences attached to the home with fire-safe materials

c. Modify or relocate vulnerable structures like attached sheds



